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Anansi’s Quest
of Quests

Adapted from an Ashanti folk tale by Chip Colquhoun
Illustration by Erica Trinity Rose

At first, there were no stories in 
the world. Every single story was 
kept up in the sky by the sky god, 
whose name was Nyambe.

In that time lived a spider 
called Anansi. Anansi really wanted 
to tell stories – especially stories 
about... Anansi the spider.

So Anansi climbed to the 
top of the tallest tree and cried, 
“Oh, great Nyambe! You really are 

great, and we all love you! We love 
you especially because you give us 
such lovely gifts, like all the stories 
in the world...!”

Hmm… Can you see how 
Anansi was trying to trick 
Nyambe?

But Nyambe was not easily 
tricked...

“Are you trying to trick me, 
little spider? Pah!
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how wet I am, even though I have 
an umbrella! I know you don’t like 
rain, so why don’t you hide in my 
bottle?”

All the wasps happily flew into 
Anansi’s bottle. Once they were all 
inside, he put the lid on tight... then 
carried the bottle up the tallest tree 
and said, “Here you are, Nyambe! 
The wasps with stings like fire!”

Nyambe took the bottle. 
“Very clever, little spider. But you 
still have to bring me the snake 
that swallows people whole… and 
the jaguar with teeth like swords...”

Anansi was worried – but he 
said to Nyambe, “Right... On it!”

Now, would you feel worried 
about going near a snake that 
swallows people whole? I would! 
But can you imagine how a little 
spider would feel? Anansi was so 
small, the snake would be massive!

But Anansi really, really 
wanted to tell stories. So he 
grabbed a long stick, and set off 
through the woods.

“I will not share the stories 
with you unless you can show me 
that you deserve them. To do that, 
you need to bring me the wasps 
with stings like fire… the snake that 
swallows people whole… and the 
jaguar with teeth like swords!”

Anansi was worried – but he 
said to Nyambe, “OK – I’ll see what 
I can do!”

Now, would you feel worried 
about going near a swarm of wasps 
with stings like fire? I would! But 
can you imagine how a little spider 
would feel? Anansi was so small, 
the wasps would be huge!

But Anansi really wanted to 
tell stories. So he took a bottle of 
water and an umbrella, then set off 
through the woods.

Anansi followed the sound 
of buzzing until he saw the wasps 
between the trees. He took the 
lid off his bottle and tipped the 
water all over himself, then ran 
to the wasps and said, “Friends! 
There’s a big storm coming! Look 



Anansi’s Quest of Quests  |  Copyright © 2020 Epic Tales  |  Page 3

the stick moves as well. I can’t keep 
you next to each other.”

The snake said, “Well, why 
don’t you tie my body to the stick?”

Anansi thought this was a 
great idea, and used his sticky 
thread to tie the snake to the stick 
very tightly. Then he carried the 
snake and the stick all the way 
up the tallest tree and said, “Here 
you are, Nyambe! The snake that 
swallows people whole!”

Nyambe took the snake. “Very 
very clever, little spider. But you 
still have to bring me the jaguar 
with teeth like swords...”

Anansi was worried – but he 
said to Nyambe, “Of course. I’ll be 
right back!”

Now, would you feel worried 
about going near a jaguar with 
teeth like swords? I would! But can 
you imagine how a little spider 
would feel? Anansi was so small, 
the jaguar would be as big as a 
giant!

Anansi followed the sound 
of hissing until he saw the snake 
between the trees. He then held 
up the stick and said, “No, no, I’m 
definitely right...”

The snake came over to 
Anansi, and asked, “Anansi... Why 
are you talking to yourself?”

Anansi replied, “Oh, great 
snake who swallows people whole! 
My wife and I were arguing this 
morning. She thinks you are shorter 
than this stick, but I think you’re 
longer!”

The snake replied, “Well, let’s 
find out! I’ll lie next to the stick. If 
I’m longer, you can go back and 
tell your wife. If the stick’s longer, 
I’ll eat you so you can’t tell anyone. 
How does that sound?”

Anansi tried to pretend he 
wasn’t scared. “Um... Sure!”

So Anansi laid the stick on the 
ground, and the snake lay beside 
it. But the snake could not lay still. 
Anansi scratched his head and said, 
“It’s no use. Every time you move, 
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But Anansi really, really, really 
wanted to tell stories. So took a 
spade and dug a big hole next to 
a rubber tree. He covered the hole 
with leaves and twigs, and left 
some of the jaguar’s favourite food 
in the middle.

Then he went to sleep.
The next day, Anansi went 

back to find all the twigs and leaves 
had fallen into the hole. It sounded 
like someone was crying inside the 
hole. Anansi peered into the hole 
and said, “Is that you, jaguar with 
teeth like swords?”

The jaguar’s voice called up. 
“Yes it is! Please help me out!”

Anansi said, “Hold on! I’m 
going to pass you a stick to hold 
onto...”

Using his sticky hands and 
feet, Anansi bent the rubber tree 
so that the tip poked into the hole 
and told the jaguar to hold it. To listen along with this story, 

download the
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As soon as the jaguar took 
hold of the stick, Anansi let go. 
Because the rubber tree was like 
a spring, it straightened right up 
– and the jaguar was thrown into 
the sky! And who was in the sky to 
catch him? Nyambe the sky god!

Now Nyambe looked down at 
Anansi and said, “Well done little 
spider! You have done everything 
I asked of you. So I will keep my 
promise. I will share all the stories 
with you and everyone else on 
Earth.”

So if you enjoyed that story – 
in fact, if you enjoy any story – now 
you know that you should give a 
great big thank you to Anansi the 
spider.


